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Perineal testis: Rare entity with a fascinating history
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DOI 
10.25259/WJWCH_2022_16 A true undescended testis (UDT) has halted somewhere along the normal path of descent from 

the retroperitoneum to scrotum. An ectopic UDT is one that has deviated from that path and 
can be found in the perineum, femoral canal, penopubic area or even contralateral hemiscrotum 
(transverse testicular ectopia).[1]

A perineal testis is located in the perineum [Figure 1a] or high on the medial aspect of the thigh 
lateral to the scrotum. The significance is that, unless specifically looked for, it can easily be 
missed at clinical examination [Figure 1b] and result in an erroneous conclusion of impalpable or 
absent testis. Interestingly, the first successful orchidopexy described by Annandale in the British 
Medical Journal in 1879 was performed on a 3-year-old boy with a perineal ectopic testis.[2] The 
indication for surgery was to avoid future inconvenience when horse riding!
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Figure 1: (a) A faint bulge of the right-sided ectopic testis seen in 
perineum (arrow); (b) Confirmed on palpation.
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